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Sermon Handout 
Prayer and Salvation 

Acts 16:13-15 

 
I. Evangelism in Philippi 

a. No synagogue present in Philippi (no quorum) 

i. Normally the synagogue was Paul’s first stop 

ii. Goes to the “common place of prayer” 

iii. The absence of men is noteworthy 

b. Lydia (or “a woman of Lydia”), a seller of purple cloth 

i. From Thyatira 

1. In the Province of Asia cf. v. 6; near S. Mysia cf. v. 7 

2. Formerly in the Kingdom of Lydia in ancient times 

3. Site of numerous guilds, incl. dyers & linen workers 

ii. A merchant in Philippi, selling goods from Thyatira 

1. Had a home in Philippi vv. 15, 40 

2. Was a God-fearer v. 14 (like Cornelius in 10:2) 

c. Lydia’s conversion 

i. Hears Paul with an open heart v. 14b cf. Eph 2:5, 8 

ii. Is baptized with her household cf. vv. 30-33; Gen 17:9-13, 23 

See also 11:14; 18:8; I Cor 1:16; 16:15 

iii. Immediately offers hospitality v. 15b 

 

II. Prayer, Responsiveness and the Aftermath 

a. God-fearers were praying to YHWH in devotion & anticipation 

i. Prayers of hope without full knowledge Rom 8:24-27 

ii. Persistance despite opposition (in a pagan, Roman city vv. 20-21) 

b. The congregation grew in strength & numbers vv. 33, 40 

See also Phil 1:1-6; 4:14-15 

c. A church is later established in Thyatira Rev 2:18-29, esp. vv. 19, 15 

 

III. Implications for God’s People Today 

a. Earnest prayers, even when we are unsure how to pray Jas 5:16-18 

b. We must be diligent in faith when God’s Word is challenged by unbelief 

in the society around us. 

c. We must have confidence in the gospel & its ability to penetrate the 

hearts of men & women everywhere. We must not shrink from 

proclaiming the truth; God’s sovereignty will prevail. 

 

 


