
Sermon Outline 
“Faith and Obedience” 

Matthew 21:23-32 
 

I. Confrontation with the chief priests and elders (cf. Mk 11:27; Lk 20:1) 
A. A deputation from Caiaphas and the Sanhedrin approaches 

1. Chief priests & elders (also scribes – according to Mk & Lk) 
2. Representatives of the temple and the people 

(cf. 16:21; 26:3-5, 14, 47, 57, 59; 27:1, 12, 20, 25, 41.) 
B. The questions posed by the delegation v. 23 

1. Referent: “these things you do” 
Clearing the temple court v. 12 
Healing the blind and lame v. 14 
Accepting the Messianic title vv. 9, 15-16 

2. What kind of authority are you invoking? (cf. 9:34; 12:24)) 
It is neither the temple authority nor civil authority. 

3. Who gave you this authority? (a possible ref to Ps 110:4?) 

You are an outsider! (cf. v. 11; Jn 1:46) 
C. Jesus’ answer to the delegation (in the form of a question) 

1. I will ask you “one word” (a question) v. 24 

Typical form of debate (cf. 15:1-3; 22:17-20; Mk 10:2-3) 
2. John’s baptism: was it from God or men? v. 25 

Jesus uses their own “heaven” to stand for God. 
3. The deputation refuses to play its own game vv. 26-27 

“we fear the people” – this was a public debate 

See also Mt 3:5-12; the accusation of “unfruitfulness” 
 

II. Jesus addresses the issue with a parable and a question 
A. The parable of two sons vv. 28-30 

Son #1: at first refuses, then obeys 

Son #2: says he will obey, but does not (cf. Jas 1:22-27) 
B. The question and its answer v. 31a 

Which of them does the will of his father?  
 The delegation’s answer: Son #1 

 Jesus concurs v. 31b (See Mt 3:9; Jn 8:44) 
C. Jesus offers a word of judgment v. 32 (cf. Lk 7:29-30) 

Son #1 represents the lowly who repent (cf. 18:4; Lk 18:11-13) 
Son #2 represents the chief priests & elders and their ilk 

   Therefore: both John’s and Jesus’ authority comes from God. 

See 3:1-4; 3:11-12, 14; 4:17 (w/ 3:2); 3:13-16; 11:2-6; 
11:7-15; 11:16-19; 14:1-2; 16:13-14; 17:11-13; 21:32. 

 


