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Sermon Handout 
Going the Extra Mile 

Acts 21:20-26 

 

And whosoever shall compel thee to go a mile, 

go with him two. __ Matt 5:41 

 
I. Division in the Church of Jerusalem vv. 20b-22 

a. “Many thousands” Acts 2:41, 47; 4:4, 32; 5:14; 6:1, 7 

It is now 20+ years later – continued growth of the church 

b. The Jewish converts have a “zeal” for the traditions cf. 15:5 

i. Peter stood against this as the standard of Christian faith 15:10 

ii. Yet converted Jews remained tied to the “traditions of Moses” 

c. The details of the dissent 

i. Paul is violating the “customs” of Moses cf. 15:10 

ii. Paul teaches that even Jews should not be circumcising 

But, see Acts 16:3 and Gal 2:3 (Timothy v. Titus) 

Note the false evidence of Trophimus v. 29 (cf. v. 27-28) 

Seems to indicate the source of the rumors (“Jews of Asia”) 

d. The entire congregation will turn out to hear Paul’s response v. 22 

 

II. James Suggests a Solution vv. 23-26 

a. Paul has not come into this situation unawares 

i. The two-week stay in Caesarea 21:8-10a 

ii. The arrangement to stay with Mnason v. 16 

b. James had presided over the Council in Acts 15 

He reminds Paul of the solution to the issue at that time. 

c. Wants Paul to participate in a purification ritual to calm the dissent 

i. Paul agrees to do so v. 26 (cf. Acts 18:18, 21) 

ii. Consistent with Paul’s teaching I Cor 7:17-20; 9:19-23; Gal 5:1-6 

d. We are not told whether this resolved the issue for the church 

Likely this situation is responsible for the Letter to the Hebrews. 

 

III. Lessons for the Church 

a. We must not take Paul’s actions here (or in Ch. 18) out of context. 

b. We must not turn indifferent matters into issues of doctrine. 

c. We must not allow rumors & falsities from without to influence us. 

d. We must prioritize the gospel over that which we find difficult. 


