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Sermon Handout 
Sin and Deception 

I John 1:5-10 

 
I. Doctrinal Impurity and Practical Compromise 

a. John begins with the truth concerning the incarnation vv. 1-4 

b. He then moves to the practical implications of that truth vv. 5-10 

c. False teachings lead people to depart from the church  

i. The false messengers are not of God 4:1-3 

ii. They left because they were not “of us” 2:18-19 

iii. Don’t be seduced by false teachers 2:26 

d. John, then, writes to give assurance to those who stay the course 

i. This is the message: God is light 1:5 

ii. I write so that you will not sin 2:1 

iii. I write so that you will continue believing the truth 5:13 

Then you can know now that you have eternal life. 

 

II. Contrary Expectations 

a. If we say we have fellowship with God v. 6a cf. Ps 104:2; 36:9 

i. But walk in darkness v. 6b cf. Jn 3:19-21 

ii. We lie and do not have the truth v. 6c 

iii. But if we walk in light, we have fellowship v. 7 cf. Eph 5:8-11 

through the cleansing of Jesus’ blood see Lev 16:30 

b. If we say we have no sin v. 8a 

i. We deceive ourselves v. 8b 

ii. But if we confess our sin v. 9 cf. v. 7 

c. If we say we have not sinned v. 10a 

i. We make God a liar v. 10b cf. 5:10 

ii. His truth is not in us v. 10c cf. Jn 17:17 

 

III. A Warning to Christians Then and Now 

a. We must hold fast the once-delivered faith cf. Jude 3 

i. Continue in what you learned from the beginning 2:20-25 

ii. Remain with the Apostolic teaching 2:26-29 

b. Be wary of those who teach falsely concerning sin 

i. Confession of our sins is necessary v. 9 

ii. Obedient living confirms our fellowship with Jesus v. 7 

cf. 2:29 – those who act uprightly are his children. 

   Not those who merely say they love Jesus. 


