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Sermon Handout 
The Triumph of Righteousness 

Proverbs 12:1-7 
 

I. Two Contrasting Paths (attitude toward instruction) v. 1 

a. Loving instruction (correction) and gaining understanding 

i. “Loving” here means a willingness to receive 

ii. “Correction” is a function of God’s Word – II Tim 3:16 

b. Hating reproof (admonition) epitomizes stupidity (“brutish” in AV) 

i. “Hating” here means rejection; refusal to hear and accept 

ii. “Reproof” is a function of God’s Word – II Tim 3:16 

c. Supporting passages: Pr 7:1-4 (cf. 1:7); 1:20-23 

d. The questions posed by v. 1 

i. Will we let God’s Word drive our understanding and actions? 

ii. Will we follow those of mature years who love God’s Word; who 

carefully examine and teach according to the Scriptures; who 

have demonstrated faithfulness to God’s instructions; in whom 

God’s righteousness has borne fruit? 

 

II. To Endure or to Fail vv. 2-3 

A A good man finds favor with God v. 2a 

 B A man contriving wicked plans is condemned by God v. 2b 

 B1 Wickedness will not allow a man to endure v. 3a 

A1 The root of the righteous is unshakeable v. 3b 

a. “Goodness” & “righteousness” are gifts of grace (not natural qualities) 

i. Grace comes by hearing & hearing by God’s Word Rom 10:17 

ii. Righteousness from grace, not our own doing Eph 2:8-10; Rom 

4:5; II Tim 1:8-9; Tit 3:5 

b. A and A1 are those who trust Christ and live according to His Word. 

 

III. The Right Path Forward vv. 4-7 

a. Three tasks set before us vv. 4-6 

i. Harmony in marriage v. 4 I Cor 11:3, 7-9; Eph 5:22-28 

ii. Conforming our thoughts to God’s v. 5 II Cor 10:5; Rom 12:1-2 

iii. Guarding our speech v. 6 Col 3:8-9, 13-17; Jas 3:5-10 

b. Understanding & trusting the result of the two paths v. 7 

i. The righteous endure and stand in God’s grace 

ii. The wicked fall and are destroyed 

iii. We must remain confident in God’s providence (WSC Q 11) 


